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ABSTRACT
A STUDY ON THE TRANSFORMATION OF MARRIAGE IN BOTSWANA
Tshepo Pam Mathafeni
July, 2019
Marriage is a social, cultural and legal institution that establishes a union between a man and a
woman to start a family and raise children. Before Tswana society had contact with the European
missionaries in the 19th century, practices like polygamy, bogadi (bride wealth) and go batlela
mosadi (to choose a wife for the man) were highly respected and practiced. The introduction of
Christian reforms by the missionaries altered these practices even though they are still practised
today. Since the 20th century, the global society has become more interconnected, exchanged
ideas and culture as a result of globalisation. Consequently, Botswana’s economy, social
institutions and cultural traditions have been affected. Some studies argue that cultural diversity
and traditions have been under threat as a result of globalisation. The aim of this study is to
explore the transformation of marriage in Botswana. A mixed secondary research method of data
collection is employed to analyse the changes that the institution of marriage has gone through
over the years; the narratives about marriage in modern day Botswana; the contemporary
influences of globalisation on marriage and the trends in marriage. In this study, the results
indicate that the labour migration in the 1940s-1970s had a significant impact on Botswana's
social and economic structure. An increase in educational attainment and career opportunities for
women meant more participation in the labour market in Botswana. As a result, people delayed
getting married, the number of cohabiting couples increased as well as the divorce cases. The
study highlights concerns regarding the effects globalisation is having on the traditions, practices

and values of Tswana marriage.

Key Words: marriage, globalization, transformation, Africa, Botswana



0z
EVLILIK KURUMUNUN BOTSVANA’DAKI DONUSUMU UZERINE BIR CALISMA
Tshepo Pam Mathafeni
Temmuz, 2019

Evlilik, bir erkekle bir kadin arasinda bir aile kurmak ve ¢ocuk yetistirmek i¢in bir birlik kuran
sosyal, kiiltiirel ve yasal bir kurumdur. Botsvana’da, Tswana toplumunun 19. yiizyilda Avrupali
misyonerler ile temasa ge¢gmesinden dnce, ¢ok eslilik, bogadi (bashk parasi) ve go batlela mosadi
(erkek i¢in bir es segmek) gibi uygulamalar uygulanird: ve onlara ¢ok saygi duyulurdu. Bugiin
hilid uygulanmakta olsalar bile, misyonerler tarafindan baslatilan Hristiyan reformlari, bu
uygulamalari degistirdi. 20. yiizyildan bu yana, kiiresel toplum daha i¢ ice gegmis bir hale geldi
ve kiiresellesme sonucunda fikir ve Kkiiltiir alisverisinde bulundu. Sonu¢ olarak, Botswana’nin
ekonomisi, sosyal kurumlar: ve kiiltiirel gelenekleri bu siireglerden etkilendi. Bazi arastirmalar,
kiiresellesme sonucunda kiiltiirel ¢esitliligin ve geleneklerin tehdit altinda oldugunu savunuyor.
Bu ¢alismanin amact Botswana'da evliligin doniigiimiinii arastirmaktir. Evlilik kurumunun yillar
i¢inde gecirdigi degisiklikleri, giintimiizde Botswana'da evlilikle ilgili anlatilari, kiiresellesmenin
evlilik tizerindeki etkilerini ve bu alandaki egilimleri analiz etmek i¢in karma bir ikincil veri
toplama yontemi kullanilmistir. Bu ¢alismada, sonuglar 1940'lar ve 1970'ler arasindaki emek
gb¢linlin Botswana'nin sosyal ve ekonomik yapist lizerinde 6nemli bir etkisi oldugunu
gostermektedir. Daha fazla kadmnn egitim almaya baslamas1 ve kadinlarin kariyer firsatlarindaki
artis, Botswana'da kadinlar i¢in isgiicii piyasasina daha fazla katilim anlamma geldi. Sonug
olarak, insanlar evlenmeyi geciktirdi, bosanma vakalarmin yani sira birlikte yasayan c¢iftlerin
sayis1 da artti. Bu ¢alisma, kiiresellesmenin Tswana evliliginin gelenekleri, uygulamalar1 ve

degerleri tizerindeki etkileriyle ilgili endiselerin alti1 ¢izmektedir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: evlilik, kiiresellesme, d6niisiim, Afrika, Botsvana
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1. INTRODUCTION

This thesis presents findings from a secondary mixed research study that explored and analysed
the transformation of marriage in Botswana since the 19" century. It discusses how factors
related to globalization such as Botswana’s integration into the world economy has had an effect
on traditional marriage in Botswana. This chapter will give a brief background information on
Botswana, discuss the statement of the problem of this study. The aim of the study and the
objectives are explained as well as the methodology and lastly the chapter will explain the

significance and limitations of the study.

1.1. Background

Botswana is a landlocked country in Southern Africa bordered by Namibia, South Africa and
Zimbabwe. Botswana was declared a British protectorate in 1885 (Leith, 2005), known as
Bechuanaland but later changed the name upon independence in 1966. The country is sparsely
populated with a population of a little over 2 million people. Though it was one of the world’s
poorest countries at independence in 1966, after independence it rapidly became one of the

world’s largest development success stories.

According to Fotter, (2013, p.3) “Botswana moved from being the second poorest country in the
world at the time of its independence to its current status as a middle income country”. With
globalization came developments which affected communities and social institutions, the
institution of marriage included. Some studies argue that the interconnectedness of the global
communities, cultures and economies became a threat to cultural diversity. Botswana has slowly
adopted global and western traditions and conformed to western influence. Marriage is a
significant part of life in all African traditions as it bestows respect and is the context within
which family lives are extended. Marriage in Botswana as indicated by Solway (2017), was a

“total social phenomenon” entailing the intermingling of the economic, social and political
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spheres and continual gift circulation, thereby fostering dense social networks. In Botswana,
“marriage as a union between two families, regardless of any shortcomings brought with it
assets” (Fotter, 2013:5). He further notes that unifying families creates a strong community and
all the love and support that comes with that. And marriage as the original institution, unites men
and women in genetic reproduction and household production (Adshade & Kaiser, 2008).
Wimalasena (2016) asserts that “the fundamental basis of marriage is defined as a personal
association between a man and a woman and a biological relationship for mating and
reproduction”. Furthermore, “as a social, legal and religious institution, marriage has undergone

any number of modifications and changes, nevertheless, its basic realities remain the same”

(p.166).

1.2. Statement of the problem

“We all wish to make progress, but that does not mean that sense of community and all
traditional values must be tossed aside” (Fotter, 2013:1). Over the centuries, the African
traditions that have been a foundation for most African societies have significantly changed as
people adopt the western practices like cohabitation, white wedding celebrations, bridal parties,
and wedding marches just to mention a few. It is argued that marriage was a significant part of
life in African traditions, it bestowed respect and catered for the needs of the families and
communities, not individuals. Some studies argue that when we begin to look at marriage as a
way to support ourselves in an increasingly global world or as a way to acquire cash or goods,

we are all losing something (Fotter, 2013).

With the 1966 post-independence and impact of wage employment and globalization, the cash
economy permeated every aspect of urban and rural areas in Botswana (Raditloaneng and
Molosi, 2014). The researchers further note that the love of materialism is a result of the impact
of the cash economy. Fotter, in a study on Perspectives in an Age of Modernisation and
Globalisation: A Comparative Study of the United States and Botswana indicates that women in
Botswana are often left in sticky situations when it comes to marriage, without the means of

support for themselves and often for their children, they sometimes end up in unhealthy



marriages, or marry young in order to acquire the 3Cs (cell, cash and car). The 3Cs however are

a product of modernization (p.5).

Marriage in Botswana is on the decline and according to Solway (2017), not only is marriage on
the decline, but there is a contraction in the scope of kin and generations involved in marital
activities and a contraction in time, with rituals and exchanges that once occurred over decades
now collapsed into a narrow time frame. She further notes that in the past, marriage proceeded
slowly, often tentatively but by the 1990s the tentative process has been called into question.
Solway calls this tentative process “slow marriage” which she believes has been replaced by
what she terms “fast *bogadi” meaning that prestations, events and rituals that occurred over a
lifetime or more now take place within a few days” (p.311). She argues that “fast bogadi” and
white weddings turn slow marriage upside down, at least at first glance. In her analysis, Solway
asserts that “in 1998, and still in 2016, many elders from different regions of the country
complained that fast bogadi has transformed what had been a “token of appreciation” to the
wife’s family for having raised her well into “a payment” for the wife (bogadi is “given” not

“paid”)” (p.312).

“Data from past censuses of Botswana show that 17.1% of male and 19.9% of females were
reported married in 2001 as compared to 44.4% and 41.5% respectively, in 1981” (Kubanji,
2004). The statistics show that there has been a decline in marriage over the years and the rates
continue to move downward. Kubanji also notes that the decline in the value of marriage in
Botswana has also been noted as a worrisome development over the years. The marriage
institution in “Botswana is not thriving due to demographic, socio-economic and globalization

effects” (p.231).

1.3 Aims of the study

With such a background, the main aim of this study is to analyze the transformation of marriage
in Botswana since the 19" century and how this has affected the Tswana society. The following

research objectives aimed to discuss the transformation of marriage in Botswana:

- the changes that the institution of marriage has gone through over the years;




- the perceptions about marriage in modern day Botswana;
- the contemporary influences of globalization on marriage;

- the trends in marriage in Botswana.

1.3. Methodology

This study used a secondary mixed research method of data collection. The researcher analysed
data from research articles, newspaper articles, websites, magazines and statistics reports.
Elaborate explanation on the research methodology and limitations of the study are given on
Chapters 4 and 5 respectively. There were certain limitations while doing the study and these
include, firstly, reliance on non-academic sources to address some of the objectives, secondly

resource unavailability. These limitations will be further discussed in Chapter 5.

1.4. Significance of the study

The results of the study will be of great benefit to researchers and scholars whose main interest is
marriage globally, in Botswana and the African region. The findings will help them to
understand the changes in marital dynamics as well as the implications these changes have on
African traditional societies. Since the 1950s, just over half a century ago, neither the meaning
nor the promise of marriage are particularly robust, or even well understood (West, 2007). West
goes on to say, “it is no longer so clear, to participants, non-participants, advocates and critics
alike, what we mean by marriage, what it means to be married, or what might be the point of this
institution”, (p.2). “Experts and the public alike, therefore, engaged in a constant negotiation
between trying to hold on to ‘“traditional” relationships and transforming marriage into a
thoroughly modern institution that could survive in the face of prevalent and relatively accessible

divorce” (Celello, 2009:3).

Tokuhiro (2010) states that, many people — including sociologists, anthropologists and
economists have questioned the long-term future of marriage as an institution. He further notes

that, “they point to phenomena, in the west in particular, “like the lingering elements of



inequality in the male/female power relationship within marriage, the increasing number of
divorces and extra marital births, cohabitation as a substitute for marriage, postponement of

marriage and lifelong singlehood” (p.7).

In Botswana, there is not enough literature on how marriage in Botswana has changed from
traditional marriage to contemporary marriage, therefore the aim of this study is to use the
findings to add on to the available literature as well as give the researchers an understanding of

the changes that have occurred within the institution of marriage over the years in Botswana.



2. GLOBAL TRANSFORMATION OF MARRIAGE

2.1. Introduction

The reason why marriage exists is to bring a man and a woman together to bécome husband and
wife and raise children within that union (Anderson, 2013). Anderson asserts that the institution
of marriage has long existed even before governments came into existence and the government
sees it as beneficial to society like no other. The purposes it serves publicly are viewed as far more
than those it serves privately which means that it goes much further than just two people coming
together. This highly regarded institution has been undergoing inevitable changes the last couple
of decades and all societies are experiencing these changes to some degree. Whether positive or
negative, there are several factors that have contributed to the transformation and this paper will

outline some of them and how they have affected the institution of marriage.

Therefore, this chapter provides an analysis of previous research on the global transformation of
marriage. It will further examine how globalization and modernization have played a role during
this transformation. Marriage as a universal institution is such a crucial part of society, it has been
for thousands of years but there is no denying that major changes have occurred within the
mstitution over the centuries all around the world. Therefore this chapter will examine the
changing dynamics of marriage. This is crucial in understanding the different perceptions about
marriage. The chapter will start by examining the diverse definitions of marriage by different
scholars and go on to review several studies that have been done on the transformation of marriage.

Today’s society defines marriage based on individuals’ idea of what marriage might mean to them.

The institution of marriage exists in all societies and most adults are expected to marry but the
marriage customs, practices and values vary across cultures. “The rights and responsibilities of
marriage vary across national (and across state or provincial) boundaries, but typically include

issues related to inheritance, taxation, pensions, social security, parenting, bereavement,



immigration, and the criminal law” (Kitzinger and Wilkinson, 2004). Marriage generally involves

concrete practical and financial benefits.

Over time, marriage has become less of an obligation and people are now at liberty to choose
when, to whom and how they get married and whether or not they are going to have children. Just
as stated by Cox and Demmitt (2013), it is no longer disgraceful not to marry and as a result, the
majority of Americans choose to stay single. Cox and Demmitt assert that most Americans marry,
but they don’t feel that they must. There is now freedom of choice, marrying out of one’s will and
with the understanding of why. A change in gender roles has also taken place; they are less
stereotyped and rigid. The number of women that stay at home to take care of their families and
perform house chores has gone down because they are now working jobs which has given them
financial freedom and as a result no longer just marry because they need men to support them

financially (Lichter, Qian and-Mellott, 2006).

Gadova and Larson (2014) state that across the globe, the bar keeps getting raised on what needs
a spouse should meet. The different expectations that individuals have are the complete opposite
of what used to be before. Back then a wife or a husband was expected to rear children, nurture
the husband and children and perform household duties, husband as the provider, protector and
leader. But lately, spouses are expected to be soul mates, co-parents, romantic, financially stable

and educated.

Gadova and Larson assert that the institution of marriage has not always been like it is today, it
has twisted, turned and transformed and has been re-invented. The concept of love has come into
the picture. According to Vaughn (2010) the role of romantic love has been debated historically
and cross-culturally. The old generation did not marry because of love even though the concept
existed, what was important was status, prestige, wealth and forming alliances. Romantic love was
not considered an essential part of marriage therefore it was discouraged to marry on such basis.
Whether love is involved or not, there is no denying that marriage rates have gone down over the
last decades. Heard and Arunachalam (2015) assert that, for decades, marriage has been on the
decline in Australia and across the secular west. The proportion of those getting married has

declined and continues to decline.

Finkel, Hui, Carswell and Larson (2014) are of the view that, a successful marriage today can, on

balance, foster a deeper emotional bond and stronger personal growth in relation to the marriages



of yesteryear. Nevertheless, to achieve a successful marriage today is much more difficult than it
was in the past because almost half of the marriages are ending in divorce many of those that are
still intact are failing to thrive. “In short, marriages today have more potential for greatness than

ever before, but they frequently fall short of this potential” (p.1).

2.1.1. Defining marriage

It is important to set forth the meaning and purpose of marriage and at the same time explain what
it entails in order to have a clear understanding of the subject of marriage. Below is a review of
the different definitions by various authors, some with a description of some of the elements that
are regarded as vital across societies. Marriage as an institution is part of all cultures around the
world but it is the practices of every culture that makes it unique to that culture therefore no one
definition of what marriage is can be applicable to every culture. But one common element is that
it has always involved two people (a man and woman) coming togétherﬂ and allowing each of their

families to form kinship relations.

Not only is marriage regarded as a private vow, but it is also a public act, a contract, taken in full
public view, enforceable by law and in the equally powerful court of public opinion (Waite and
Gollagher, 2000). According to Waite and Gollagher the public commitment made as people get
married changes the way they think about themselves, the way they act, think and it completely
transforms the way other people treat them and how they relate with other institutions. “Marriage
changes not only the couple’s relation to each other; it changes the couple’s relationship to the
outside world. By choosing to marry, couples are entering a social institution that changes the way
they will be treated by others, including, in many cases, the government, business, and religious

communities” (p.17).

In working toward a definition of marriage, scholars agree that no one definition of marriage
applies to all cultures (Keefe, 2011). Over time, across different cultures worldwide marriage has
been viewed differently and continues to evolve. Keefe broadly defines marriage as a means of

forming kinship relations which involve social or legal unions between individuals and in, many



instances it has brought families together. Ubesekera and Luo (2008), state that marriage merely

means a socially approved sexual and economic union between a woman and a man.

Lewellen (2002) asserts that, “there are at least four different meanings of the term, probably more:
first, marriage can be an institution based on state recognition of a legal bond and on the legitimacy
of children; second, it can refer to people routinely living together to comprise a household; third,
it can be ceremonial, with the bond being formed mainly to create an alliance between groups, as
was traditional for the marriage of children who might never see each other again among the Nyar
of India; finally, it may be psychological and emotional bond between individuals, even without

the recognition of the state, as would be the case with homosexual couples in many countries”
(p.143).

Various scholars define marriage in different ways, they are unable to agree on a single meaning
and it gets even more complex with chénges that have occurred over time leading to marriage
being redefined. A radical redefinition of marriage from the union of one man and one woman, to
the union of two consenting adults is taking root in American public life (Sugrue, 2010). Monsma
(2014) indicates that although some embrace broadening the definition of marriage to include
same-sex marriage, others view such changes with a profound sense of loss and a significant

concern that same sex marriage reflects the decline and destruction of marriage.

Goldberg (2006) asserts that advocates of “traditional marriage” are of the view that same-sex

couples can be excluded from marriage today because marriage always has been reserved to male-

~ female couples. Restrictions to different sex couples has since been considered vital in the sense

that it helps control naturally procreation relationships. Procreation is amongst the important
reasons why the institution of marriage exists. And (Rindfuss and VandenHeuvel, 1990)
emphasizes that one of the primary roles and normative functions of marriage is childbearing.
Goldberg further states that the institution has gone under so much transformation to an extent that
what we call marriage today bears little resemblance of marriage in the past. Over the years, the
institution of marriage has experienced change to elements of marriage that were once considered

essential,

Even though the institution of marriage has experienced transformation over time, it is still a big
part of society and still practiced but in slightly different ways as compared to the past decades.

There has been a shift from just being an institution that involves a man and woman to but also



involves same sex couples. It’s not all cultures that have embraced the changes, some are still
holding on to the traditions and values that they consider essential to keep the traditional system
of marriage alive. While some scholars see the transformations that have occurred as harmless to
the institution of marriage, there are some that think that the institution in is danger and it is
necessary to hold on to the essential elements that have always defined the nature of marriage

across the world despite different practices across cultures.

2.2. Studies on the transformation of marriage

The studies below, conducted in various countries across the globe show how marriage has
transformed, factors that have contributed to the transformation and dynamics within marriage. A
study in Uganda on the impact of AIDS on marriage patterns, customs and practices found out that
marriage as an institution was respected and it was almost everyone’s desire to marry. But all of

this is now different compared to the past, (Mukiza-Gapere and Ntozi, 1995).

Smock (2004) made a few observations, first and not surprisingly, the issue of changes in marriage
and family were very much on the minds of social scientists and other commentators in the late
19" and early 20' centuries. Secondly, whatever was happening to families was thought to be in
some way related to changes in women’s status and the gender division of labour. Thirdly, the
specific theme of greater expectations for marriage was also present several decades ago.
Concluding from their study conducted in Thailand on the transformation of marriage patterns,
Guest and Tan (1994) indicate that the changes within the Thai society that have taken place as a
result of women’s access to higher levels of education and modern employment sector have
contributed to the transformation in marriage. Therefore, the proportion of never-married has been

high.

Concluding on their studies about education, wage work and marriage, Amin and Al-Bassusi
(2004) state that young women in Egypt are now more likely to be in school, less likely to enter
the workforce, and less likely to be married than women in the same age group 10 years ago. The
authors further note that “these changes have taken place during a time of greater global integration

of the economy but also a time during which high rates of return, migration led to considerable
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social change, including a rising fundamentalist political movement opposed to the emancipation

of women” (p.1296).

In a study conducted by Trost, (1978) on non-marital cohabitation, the data reveals that at the
beginning of the nineteenth century the rate of children born out of wedlock in urban areas
(Sweden) was about four or five times higher than in rural areas, while at the end of the century it
was only about double. In 1960, in the United States of America, 95% of all children were born to
married women,; by the early 2000s, in contrast, the figure had dropped to 59% (Cherlin, 2014).
The number of children born out of wedlock is increasing as a result of emerging non marital
unions like cohabitation; people no longer see the need to get married in order to have children.
Thornton (1988) concluded in his study that a large proportion of men and women go through
cohabitation which is later dissolved or can lead to marriage. Regardless of the non-marital unions
that have emerged, marriage is here to stay as a social institution and as an aspired status marker

(Manning, Longmore and Giordano, 2007).

Shapiro and Gebreselassie’s (2014) study on marriage in Sub-Saharan Africa analyses factors
associated with trends in marriage, “most notably woman’s education and economic well-being”.
Their analysis shows that “as women spend more time in school (and particularly secondary) this
tends to lead to delays in marriage that ultimately also contribute to family transition”, (Shapiro
and Gebreselassie (2014:232). Shapiro and Gebreselassie indicate that “attendance at school takes
girls out of the domestic environment and offers literacy and exposure to ideas and values that may
compete with traditional customs leading to early marriage”. The authors state that, “Southern
Africa typically has low proportions married, while countries in the Sahel (“the Sahel region of
Africa is a 3,860-kilometre arc-like land mass lying to the immediate south of the Sahara Desert
and stretching east-west across the breadth of the African continent) have the highest proportions

in union”, (p.243).

Chen (2009) concludes that there has been a delay in marriage but it is more prevalent amongst
the highly educated Taiwanese women as a result of the increase in levels of education.
Furthermore, these increases in educational attainment and labour force participation have played
a crucial role in promoting individualism which clashes with the traditional family system. Early
marriage that is associated with the traditional system has been replaced by late marriage.

However, in his study, [siugo-Abanihe (2000) show that age at first marriage is Nigeria continues
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to be early with a median age of 17. Not only is there a delay in marriage but people have found
new ways of finding partners outside of traditional systems. Technology has created possibilities
for people to find ways that do not limit them to traditional way of finding a life partner. Seth and
Pathyakuni’s (2009) study reveal that in India, arranged marriages have changed and people now
make use matrimonial sites to find partners and families use the websites to find suitable partners
for their son or daughter as they go through the traditional process. The online dating sites as well
as matrimonial sites all around the world have altered the way that relationships are formed and

maintained.

The studies above, even though they were all conducted in different regions of the world (Africa,
America, Asia etc.), they all show that transformation has occurred within the institution of
marriage and what it was decades ago is not what is seen today. There are several similar factors
that the authors identified as causes to the changes that have occurred — the education attainment
of women and their exposure to the labour force (which means they can no longer perform their

household tasks as before) and this has led to the high rates of never-married couples as well as
| delaying marriage. The studies also reveal that non marital unions like cohabitation have also
emerged and have completely altered the traditional system of marriage. These dynamics will be
discussed further in the next sections as the paper reviews more on the transformations that have

occurred in marriage and how they have altered the traditional system.

2.3. Transformation of marriage (in the global era)

The marriage process has recently been altered dramatically leading to marriage becoming more
optional amongst most adults. Sassler and Goldscheider (2004) assert that, men’s and women’s
expectations with regards to the benefits and costs of marriage have been affected by the gender
revolution. This revolution occurred among the first generation of the 18" century in western
societies (Trumbach, 1998). Women became less involved in their traditionally defined activities

within the home and got exposed to positions that were previously limited to men.

In family studies, one of the most complicated and controversial topics today is marriage (Trask
and Koivunen, 2007). Trask and Koivunen further state that, there is little general agreement in

family studies about who should be permitted to marry (heterosexuals versus homosexuals), the
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steps leading up to marriage (sexuality, cohabitation and out of wedlock births) and expectations
once married (children, gender roles, work versus family, and divorce). It is clear that the social
role and mutual relationship of marriage, divorce, and singlehood in the contemporary world is

qualitatively different from anything to be found in the past century (Coontz, 2004).

During the 19 century after the Industrial Revolution, the basis of marriage in the United States
began shifting toward love and personal fulfilment and social and political leaders feared that the
institution of marriage w